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Ingram’s argument:  

an enthusiastic but conservative 
response to animal welfare, which 
reflects the high level of 
dependence among the 
movement’s upper- and middle-
class supporters. on animals as 
resources, sources of labour, and 
objects of sport



1768 An Act to prevent the malicious killing or Maiming of Cattle, Nova Scotia :   
Permitted animal owners. to recover damages against individuals who “maliciously, unlawfully, and willingly, kill, maim, 
wound, or otherwise hurt, any Horses, Sheep, or other Cattle” 

Britain:  1822 Martin’s Act Animals not just property

1825 An Act to prevent the cruel treatment of Horses, Sheep or other Cattle, Nova Scotia
Individuals who “wantonly and cruelly maim, wound, or otherwise hurt, any such Horses, Sheep, or other Cattle” under 
their ownership or charge could face a fine or imprisonment



1838 An Ordinance for establishing an 
efficient system of Police in the Cities of 
Quebec and Montreal 1838, s. 11

permitting the courts to imprison for up to 
one month anyone convicted of “over-loading, 
over-driving, or otherwise ill-treating any 
horse, dog or other animal” 

sudden onset of charges levelled by police 
against carters in Quebec City 



1857 Province of Canada 
An Act to prevent the 
cruel and improper 
treatment of Cattle and 
other Animals.

it targeted persons who 
“wantonly, cruelly, or 
unnecessarily beat, bind, 
illtreat, abuse or torture” 
any among a long list of 
domesticated animals 
(Preamble, s.1).2



1862, Quebec City the Humane Society of 
Canada. 

An Act to incorporate the Humane 
Society of Canada 1864:
“for the purpose of rewarding acts of 
bravery in … attempts to preserve human 
life, and bringing to punishment acts of 
cruelty to animals,” 

Ingram:  steered by an executive 
committee more than half of which was 
active in sport and conservation circles 

1870 Quebec SPCA



Montreal
1864 Humane Society of Canada
1869 Canadian SPCA
Its goal was to promote “the welfare of 
animals and the abolition of cruel beating, 
over-loading, over-driving, over-working, 
starving or abandoning to starve, working old, 
sick or maimed animals unfit for labour, the 
plucking of live fowls, cruel methods of 
slaughtering and of transportation, 
unnecessary dissection of living animals and all 
other forms of cruelty,” Montreal Witness 
March 27, 1869.  Image 1876



1864 Humane Society of Canada
1869 Canadian SPCA

Montreal Hunt Club



1864 Humane Society of Canada
1869 Canadian SPCA

Montreal Hunt Club
Andrew Allen, 
Hunt Master 1874-1876
A founder of the SPCA



1864 Humane Society of Canada
1869 Canadian SPCA

Montreal Hunt Club

Duncan McEachran
Hunt Master 1901-1904

Charles McEachran





Almonte Fire 1906, 
Building sidewalk on Clyde Street c.1890, 
Mill St. c. 1890, Dunn Collection, Almonte





Horse drawn street car of the Ottawa 
City Passenger Railway Co., circa 1871. 
Ottawa, Ontario, Library and Archives 
Canada.   



St. Lawrence Main and St. Catherine Street, Montreal , c 1905 , McCord Museum.





Magner, Dennis. Facts for Horse 
Owners. Battle Creek, MI: Magner 
Pub. Co., 1902. “Mutilating 
Horses.” Our Dumb Animals 22.6 
(Nov. 1889).



Barton Avenue Stable, now museum, behind the Connaught 
Laboratory building, where the archives are located,  north of 
Toronto at what is now Sanofi Pasteur campus



Photograph:  Sanofi Pasteur, Connaught Campus



“Playtime Monthly Prizes,” April 15, 1913, Toronto Globe
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“They [guinea pigs] are not kept for purposes of vivisection, but as 
a medium to receive inoculations of certain germs when human 
life is at stake…” Dr. Hastings, Toronto Medical Officer of Health, 
1912.

“only a small proportion of the population – the feather brain 
portion – will object to the experimental inoculation of animals.” 
Hastings, 1918

Vivisection: a. The action of cutting or dissecting some part of a 
living organism; spec. the action or practice of performing 
dissection, or other painful experiment, upon living animals as a 
method of physiological or pathological study. (Online Oxford 
English Dictionary)



Vivisection: a. The action of cutting or dissecting some 
part of a living organism; spec. the action or practice of 
performing dissection, or other painful experiment, upon 
living animals as a method of physiological or pathological 
study.

Francois Magendie (1783-1855)

Claude Bernard (1813-1878)

"the physiologist is not an ordinary man: he is a scientist, 
possessed and absorbed by the scientific idea he pursues. He 
does not hear the cries of the animals, he does not see their 
flowing blood, he sees nothing but his idea ...” 



July 1921, the Canadian Anti-Vivisection 
Society. 

opposed the “practice of cutting, burning, 
or crushing any living man, bird or beast 
for experimental purposes. It also 
opposes the vicious and unscientific 
practice of unjust quarantine, of 
hindering dying children from getting 
natural milk, of putting an irritant poison 
in our water, and making experiments on 
such children confined in our isolation 
hospitals.”



The Microbe Hunters (1926) 
Chapter Three, “The Massacre of the Guinea Pigs”

“It was to save the babies that they killed so many 
guinea pigs.”
“vast butcheries of guinea pigs and rabbits,” 
“[Emile Roux] became a murderer in his heart,” as he 
looked for “ruffled hair, the dragging hind legs, the 
cold shivering bodies,” of his victims, and watched 
the toxin “do dreadful things to his animals” 
“vast slaughterhouse of dead and dying guinea pigs 
his laboratory was.”  
“The guinea pigs which survived, probably wished 
they were dead, for, while the trichloride was curing 
them it was burning nasty holes in their hides too –
they squeaked pitifully when they bumped these 
gaping sores. It was an appalling business.” 

“those maimings and holocausts and mistakes, 
always the necessary prelude to his triumphs.” 





Located about 300 kilometres off the southeast coast of Nova Scotia, Sable Island is a 42-
kilometre sandbar that has supported a population of feral horses since the 18th century.



“They’re an invasive species with no control over their population,” said Ian 
Jones, an ecologist at Memorial University in St. John’s. “These waves of 
introduced animals are basically keeping the island in this desert state.”







The future of the horse in Canada?



Thank you!


