
Like, Similies, Metaphors, Analogies, Allegories
 

The English language is chock-full of ways to compare one thing to another. And that's a good
thing, because the need to explain unfamiliar concepts, and the desire to describe things more clearly,
both require a lot of comparisons.
 
But how can you choose which method is best? This helpful guide to similes, metaphors, and more will
help you tell the difference between them with simple explanations and famous examples from classic
literature and beyond.
 

Similies
 

You probably use similes every day. It is one of the most common forms of comparison and one
of the most simple to use. Fittingly, the word "simile" comes from a Latin word meaning "something
similar."
 

What is a simile?
A simile is a figure of speech in which two essentially unlike things are compared, often in a

phrase introduced by "like" or "as." Because similes typically use "like" or "as," these comparisons are
usually more explicit than in a metaphor.
 
Famous examples of similes

Robert Burns's poem "A Red Red Rose" contains two straightforward similes:
My love is like a red, red rose
That's newly sprung in June:
My love is like the melody
That's sweetly played in tune.
 
Shakespeare, of course, also made frequent, creative use of similes in his plays and poems, as in the
classic lines "How like the winter hath my absence been" and "So are you to my thoughts as food to
life."
 
But similes needn't be so formal or poetic. Think your friend eats a lot? Just say, "You're like a
bottomless pit," and you've created an effective simile.
 
Some similes have even become clichés:

As clear as crystal
As cool as a cucumber
As dry as a bone
As light as a feather
As quick as lightning
As slippery as an eel
As smooth as silk
As solid as a rock
As strong as an ox
As white as a ghost

 

 

Metaphors






Metaphors are nearly ubiquitous in literature, film, and other works of art, but they can take
many different forms—some of which you may not even notice at first!

What is a metaphor?
A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase that ordinarily designates one thing is used
to designate another. That sounds a lot like a simile, but there's one key difference.

What is the difference between a simile and a metaphor?
Whereas a simile states that A is like B, a metaphor states that A is B or substitutes B for
A. Some metaphors are explicit, like Shakespeare's famous line from As You Like It: "All the world's a
stage."
A metaphor can also be implicit, as in Shakespeare's Sonnet LXXIII, where old age is indicated by a
description of autumn:
That time of year thou mayst in me behold
Where yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,
Bare ruined choirs, where once the sweet birds sang.
Of course, a metaphor may be much more complex, and not only limited to a single word or a few
lines. Whole works of art, such as an entire novel or a painting, may be intended as a metaphor.
Sometimes, metaphors can get a bit twisted, especially if you try to use more than one at once.

Mixed metaphors
A mixed metaphor is the combination of two or more incongruous metaphors with ridiculous results.
Since many metaphors have also become clichés, some speakers will inadvertently combine two well-
known metaphors into a new phrase whose meaning may not be what they intended.
Sometimes, the result can be quite clear, despite the multitude of metaphors:
"So many people have thrown their hats in the ring for this job, but if you play your cards right, you'll
win that race for sure."
Other times, the meaning gets lost:
"If you don't grab the bull by the horns, you'll be a fish out of water in a small pond."

Dead metaphors
A dead metaphor, such as "the arm" of a chair, is one that has become so common that it is no longer
considered a metaphor.
Another example is your computer desktop, which once simulated the top of an actual desk, with its
hardcopy documents and folders.
 

 

 

Analogies

Pop quiz:
Quack is to Duck as Meow is to ________.
 

Anyone preparing for a standardized test is familiar with analogy questions, which require the
taker to fill in one missing word out of a pair that will reflect the same relationship as a given example.
The missing word in the example above is "Cat."
Confused? Don't be. Analogies are actually much simpler than you think, and you probably use them
all the time.

What is an analogy?



What is an analogy?
An analogy is a similarity between like features of two (otherwise dissimilar) things, on which a
comparison may be based.

Examples of analogies
The number of possible analogies is endless, and some analogies have become very familiar.

You've probably heard the analogy between viral infection and the spread of ideas, which is why we
call the rapid sharing of Internet memes "viral."
It's helpful to know that "analogy" comes from a Greek word meaning "proportionate," because
analogies are usually made about things that are similar only in a certain limited number of features or
details..
 

A YouTube video is like a virus because of how it can spread, but not in most other ways
(except for maybe the comments section, which can definitely make one sick). Similarly, a computer
can be said to be analogous to a human brain, because both are processors of information, but there are,
of course, many differences.
Someone once said that "any analogy will start to limp if you make it walk far enough."
 
Less common than similes, metaphors, and analogies, an allegory is a more specific type of
comparison. You have may have heard this term used to describe a novel or film, but do you know
exactly what it means?

 

 

 

Allegories

What is an allegory?
An allegory is the representation of abstract ideas or principles by characters, figures, or events

in narrative, dramatic, or pictorial form.
In an allegory, the story serves as a disguised representation for meanings other than those indicated on
the surface. The characters in an allegory often have no individual personality, but are embodiments of
moral qualities and other abstractions.

Allegory vs. Metaphor
The allegory is closely related to the parable, fable, and metaphor, differing from them largely

in intricacy and length.
A great variety of literary forms have been used for allegories. Although allegory is still used by some
authors, its popularity as a literary form has declined in favor of a more personal form of symbolic
expression

Famous examples of allegories
Among the most famous allegories is John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Written in 1678, it is a

prose narrative and an allegory of man's spiritual salvation.
Even earlier examples include the medieval morality play Everyman, which recounts the death journey
of Everyman and personifies such abstractions as Fellowship and Good Deeds.
The poem The Faerie Queene, besides being a chivalric romance and a national epic, is a commentary
on morals and manners in 16th-century England.
 




