
The Eight Factors Of Humour
In a trial of 200 people,  dark humour was the least popular while physical humour came out on top.
educated people tended to find physical humour less funny than wit and wordplay. Older people found
everything less funny across the board.

1. Physical
Also referred to as slapstick, this style of humour involves physicality. It can be everything from
clowns to mimes to funny facial expressions to someone falling over.

2. Self-deprecating
This kind of humour is a favourite among stand-up comedians, in which they basically make
themselves the butt of a joke and are rewarded with laughs.

It's also a style that has been further popularised by the internet, particularly with memes.

3. Surreal
As suggested by the name, this style of humour can be pretty weird, featuring illogical events, absurd
situations or nonsensical themes. Or in other words, just plain silly. The best example of this would
have to be 'Monty Python'... enjoy.

4. Wit-Wordplay
Usually a play on words, this humour involves twisting language around with humorous results. (And
yes, puns do fall into this category. Dads everywhere, rejoice.)

5. Topical
Humour based on current events or trends. 'Saturday Night Live' would be a prime example of this, as
would most sketch comedy shows or late-night talk shows. This sort of humour requires having a
thorough knowledge of what's going on in the world (news, elections, pop culture etc.) and the ability
to put a humorous spin on it.

6. Observational
The ability to poke fun at everyday life.

7. Bodily
Ah, yes, the home of the old toilet joke. This is everything to do with farts or other bodily functions.
This is a divisive type of humour that tends to be popular with men and teenagers.

8. Dark
This style of humor usually involves some dark, depressing underlying themes, but throws some
comical or unusual situations in this setting.

 




