


a genre of crime film 
or fiction characterized 
by cynicism, fatalism, 
and moral ambiguity.































Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of  
time Cain brought some of  the fruits of  the soil as an offering to 
the LORD. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from 
some of  the firstborn of  his flock. The LORD looked with favor on 
Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not 
look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was 
downcast.
6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your 
face downcast? 7 If  you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 
But if  you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; 
it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.”[d]

While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and 
killed him.
9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”



Sophocles wrote the 
play Oedipus The 
King (Οἰδίπους	
Τύραννος) about 
430BC.
The plot concludes 
a well-known story 
of  much earlier 
date.



































Richard the Third
“A bunch back’d toad”



Richard lll, the last 
Plantagenet king of  
England reigned from 
1483-1485, and was 
killed at the Battle of  
Bosworth Field.  
He was aged 32.

Laurence Olivier in Shakespeare’s play.
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Saint	Thomas	More		
1478-1535



Thomas	More’s	description…
• ‘little of  stature, ill featured of  limes, 

croke backed, his left shoulder much 
higher than his right, hard favoured 
of  visage … he was malicious, 
wrathfull, envious, and from afore his 
birth, ever frowarde….born feet first 
and not untoothed… close and 
secrete, a deepe dissimuler, not 
letting to kisse whome hee thought 
to kyll”
• He murdered Henry VI & Henry’s 

son, Edward…
• He murdered his own brother, George
• He murdered sundry inconvenient 

knights and nobles
• He murdered his own nephews

– Thomas More  (Lord Chancellor of  
England under Henry VIII, who killed 
him)Anthony	Sher	as	Richard	III
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Edward IV, died 1483, and his wife, 
Elizabeth Woodville.

They had 10 children,
with only two surviving sons.



• Edward	had	two	brothers:	
Richard	and	George

• Elizabeth	Woodville	had	
brothers,	and	adult	sons	by	
her	first	marriage.

• It	was	a	very	controversial	
marriage.

Edward IV's marriage to Elizabeth 
Woodville, from the illuminated 
manuscript Anciennes Chroniques
d'Angleterre, by Jean de Wavrin
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Richard’s Coronation 6th July 1483
Westminster Abbey





Innocent little boys and their 
ambitious, sociopathic Uncle Richard.



























“…. someone used  to great responsibility, 
and responsible in his authority.  Someone 
too-conscientious. A worrier: perhaps a 
perfectionist… that incommunicable, that 
indescribable look, that childhood suffering 
leaves behind… those extraordinary eyes…
The sadness of  his looking off  into space.
Richard the Third.  The Humpback’d Toad. 
Crouchback. The monster of  nursery stories. 
The destroyer of  innocence. A synonym for 
villainy.

Grant lay a long time looking at that face. 



Richard	III	National	Portrait	Gallery	London.	“late	16th century”





This	man	is	not	a	violent	psychopathic	murderer	who	could	murder	
children….
The	portrait	does	not	depict	the	“bunch	back’d	toad”	described	by	Sir	
Thomas	More	- and	immortalised	by	Shakespeare,	who	used	More	as	
his	source.
In	fact,	More	got	his	own	information	from	a	Cardinal	Morton	who	
knew	Richard,	was	despised	by	Richard,		and	became		a	toady	to	Henry	
VII
In	his	time,	the	only	crime	Richard	was	accused	of	was	killing	the	
princes	– and	that	was	entirely	based	upon	his	keeping	quiet	after	they	
had	disappeared.		
The	Lords,	the	Nobles,	the	Bishops,	and	the	leading	Londoners,	would	
not	have	accepted	Richard		as	king	were	he	an	evil	man.

During	his	reign	of	2	years,	he	was	an	able	and	fair	administrator.

Henry	Richmond	had	no	clear	claim	to	the	throne,	and	the	living	princes	
were	a	serious	obstacle	to	his	taking	it.			There	was	another	heir	in	
Henry’s	way,	Edward	Earl	of	Warwick.		He	had	had	a	better	claim	than	
Richard	– but	Richard	left	him	alone.		Henry	VII	killed	him.

To	justify	his	becoming	king,	Henry	spread	a	lot	of	slanderous	
information	about	Richard…..
















