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WHAT I HAVE LEARNED 
AFTER SEEING PICTURES 
THAT I CANNOT USE…. 











AN INTRODUCTION TO MURDER: NEW 
YORK TIMES: 19 MARCH 1995

• Murder, it turns out, is not only a recurring theme in the great works of  literature, but is 

proving to be a crafty way to lure students to class.

• At Amherst College this spring semester, a new course, "Murder," has become the most 

popular in the school's history, with more than 300 students enrolled, a fifth of  the 1,570 

student body. That breaks the record, held by "Human Sexuality," which was offered in the 

1970’s. ….

• Professor Sarat offers the class a theory about why people are so fascinated with murder. 

• "It is the one experience of  our lives we can't experience, so our interest is narcissism," he 

explains. Besides, he says, "Much great literature is about murder, so to understand this 

literature you will have to drop your moral scruples, to look at style in killing."



"You see, I truly believe that murderers are mentally ill. 
Their brains don't work like the rest of ours do. To 
deliberately kill someone requires crossing a profound 
boundary. Most of us couldn't do it. We couldn't even 
think about it. But they can. They do.  Why? Because 
they're mentally ill.  And fundamentally, as a society, I 
believe it is barbaric to punish people who are ill."

"A jury looks at the chair and thinks, 'What a stone-cold 
killer this is,' when in fact what they're looking at is an 
untreated, traumatized child, whose dissociation is how 
he survived.  And now it comes back to haunt him."

“I think that the best way to deal with a murderer 
is to offer a warning shot to the forehead.”

“Murder is fascinating because it’s both the worst thing 
we can do, and also the easiest.   There’d be a lot more 
murder if people weren’t afraid of getting caught. “



“Murderers never have a sense of humour….. that's how you can 
know one.”

What makes a murder famous 
and interesting?

Generally,  whodunnit is a great 
draw.
But, if there is no whodunnit….
Then, either the victim should be 
famous, or…
The murderer’s mind must be 
interesting.











Late in the day on May 22, 1924, 14-year-old 
Bobbie Franks left the Harvard School for 
his home a few blocks away. His distant 
cousin, and neighbor in the wealthy Hyde Park 
area, Richard "Dickie" Loeb, and a companion, 
Nathan "Babe" Leopold, Jr., drove alongside 
and offered him a ride. 
Once inside the car, Bobby was grabbed from 
behind and bludgeoned with a taped steel 
chisel. After being knocked unconscious a rag 
was stuffed down his throat to suffocate 
him. Franks was stripped of his clothes, 
wrapped up in a blanket and under cover of 
night, was dumped into a culvert near Wolf 
Lake. 
The two teenaged killers then burned what 
clothes they could, buried the rest and 
removed the blood stains from the car they 
had rented. They finished the evening playing 
cards. The next day the two murderers tried 
to collect on a bogus $10,000 ransom plot as 
a test of their cunning but were foiled when 
the victim's body was unexpectedly 
discovered. 



Both admitted that they were driven by the thrill of the kill, 
their Ubermensch delusions, and their aspiration to commit a 
"perfect crime". Leopold, at least, considered the incident an 
intellectual exercise. "The killing was an experiment," he told 
his attorney. "It is just as easy to justify such a death as it is to 
justify anentomologist killing a beetle on a pin."









Both the Prosecution and the Defence during the Sentencing 
Hearing produced learned Alienists, who had interviewed 
Richard Leopold and Nathan Loeb. 
Alienists for the Proesecution – today called Neurologists –
found nothing wrong with their brain functions…
Alienists for the Defence – today called Psychiatrists – found 
a great deal wrong with their mind functions.









On November 15, 1959  in Holcombe, 
Kansas, all the members of the Clutter  
family were brutally murdered in their 
own home.













• How can the vicious murder of total 

strangers be considered an act of revenge?”

•

In Cold Blood was published in 1966; 

the movie appeared in 1967.









• 'It is the American dream turning into the American 

nightmare ... By juxtaposing and dovetailing the lives 

and values of the Clutters and those of the killers, Capote 

produces a stark image of the deep doubleness of 

American life ... a remarkable book.  Capote does not 

forgive the killers, but he understands them.'

Spectator

• In 1967, the writer Tom Wolfe accused Capote of 

“creating porno-violence.” He argued that, in the 

absence of mystery and the unpredictable, Capote's book 

retains the audience's attention with the promise of 

disclosing gruesome details about the true crime it 

discusses, thus degenerating the work to the level of 

sadistic sensationalism, or, indeed, porno-violence.



HEAVENLY CREATURES… JULIET 

HULME AND PAULINE PARKER: 

CHRISTCHURCH 1954

Anne Perry

(born 28 October 
1938 as Juliet 

Marion Hulme) 
is an English 
author of 
detective fiction. 
At the age of 
fifteen she was 
convicted of 
participating in the 
murder of her 
friend’s mother. 
She changed her 
name after serving 
her five-year 
sentence.



• The historian Laurence Stone calculated that homicide levels in medieval England were 
at least 10 times what they are today. Certainly, we cannot doubt that it was a dangerous 
time in which to live.  An exceptional case, even by medieval standards, is provided by 
14th-century Oxford. Levels of violence there were considered unacceptably high by 
contemporaries: in the 1340s, the homicide rate was around 110 per 100,000. (In the 
UK in 2011, it was 1 per 100,000.)







Murder in Fiction….





No writing genre has ever produced so much 
trashy stuff!



…or such 
brilliant 
writing….







• A middle aged lady wrote the ultimate piece of 
murder fiction…. in 1939



15 September 1890 –
12 January 1976









An opera! Amateur theatre….

Professional theatre…

























Cozy mysteries: Suspicious minds 
in homey settings


